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Design Your School’s New 
Innovation Space
Lawrence Bergie, Chief Operating Officer
Britta McKenna, Chief Innovation Officer
welcome! 
A bit about Britta & Bud
Give Up, Catch Up, or Keep Up 
with Innovation?  An 
Educator’s Dilemma
…more presentations and 
articles at
IMSA Digital Commons 
What the heck is an innovation 
center and why are we doing it 
now?
Q: Who came today with a 
specific space to design?
optional tours…who is interested? 
- IN1 
- future IN2 space
- robotics lab
- Grainger workshop
where did we start?
1. PB&J Innovation Brown Bag lunch






















14.Job Descriptions and hiring
15.Roll out and prepare to open
seek inspiration
1871
Silicon Valley (Facebook, Twitter, Dropbox...)
State Farm Next Door (industry)
Chicago Public Library (Maker Space)
IIT Idea Lab
CIE – Chicago Innovation Exchange
MIT Media Lab (Boston)




Purdue (Foundry & Anvil)
Chicago - DMDII 
University of Illinois Research Park
Rockford & Peoria Innovation spaces
Silicon Valley
January, 2014












Oblong Industry        Greentown Labs            Artists’ Asylum
Chicago
















University of Illinois 
EnterpriseWorks
pick up ideas…
3-D printer on wheels                       rapid prototyping cart 
gain input
Design Charrette
August 24, 2014 (58 participants)
the story of IN2
3D walkthrough 
IN1, prototype for IN2
1.0  A (former) computer lab was repurposed into the IMSA 
Energy Center – fall 2014
2.0  Launch of IN2 Innovation Hub planning heightened 
interest in Maker Movement. Maker Squad was formed 
Jan. 2015. Open maker hours have increased use and 
interest of the space for class, personal and club use
3.0  The TALENT entrepreneurship program moved IN2 
this space spring of 2015; now we call it IN1, the prototype 
of IN2
short break
Restrooms are straight back, then to the right
See you back here in a few…
What is an innovation space?






Design Thinking is a mindset.  It’s human-centered, collaborative, 
optimistic and experimental. 
connect our school 
more with the 
neighborhood 
community?
redesign the school 
day to better meet 
the needs of today’s 
families?
reimagine learning 
spaces to be more 
collaborative?
© 2012 IDEO LLC. All rights reserved. http:// 
designthinkingforeducators.com/ 




Who is your target audience?
What do you want to make?




 All Things Tech http://www.engadget.com/
 3D Printing Industry Resource http://3dprintingindustry.com/
 NASA Summer of Innovation Site  
http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/programs/national/summer/education_resources/#.Vqu7GbIrJaQ
 Open Education Consortium http://www.oeconsortium.org/2015/12/new-oecd-publication-open-educational-
resources-a-catalyst-for-innovation/
 Innovation in Community College http://www.league.org/
 National Consortium for Entrepreneurship Education http://www.entre-ed.org/
 Teachers Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship http://www.nfteconnect.org/
 Autodesk http://www.autodesk.com/
 Solidworks http://www.solidworks.com/








Join IN2 on social media… 
IN2IMSA IN2 (Group page)
IN2 (group) imsa.edu/in2
thank you!
 Britta Wilk McKenna           Bud Bergie
 bmckenna@imsa.edu lbergie@imsa.edu
